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Project Overview 
Poly Canyon Observation Platform is a proposed CM/ARCE interdisciplinary senior 
project with a goal of providing an observation point/rest stop for hikers and bikers. The 
platform has a shaded cover and seating area overlooking Poly Canyon for a rewarding 
experience after a long trek out to the lookout point.  
 
The proposed location(see below) for the Poly Canyon Observation Platform is in the 
Poly Canyon below and to the right of the Blue Metal Stick Structure. This location will 
serve as a daytime/sunset observation point that overlooks Poly Canyon and adjacent 
structures. 
  
The proposed structure will have timber framing and utilize cast in place concrete pier 
footings. The proposed dimensions for the observation deck are 12 feet by 12 feet. The 
open sides of the structure will include steps up to the deck and possibly an access 
ramp to meet ADA compliance requirements if required. A light framed shade structure 
is planned to be constructed out of 2x2 Redwood framing. The proposed connections 
heavily utilize Simpson Strong Tie connectors as well as some custom SST column 
bases and caps that connect multiple girders at different angles.  
 
The following documents are included in the final permit package: 
● Gravity Calculations (Dead/Live load) 
● Lateral Calculations (Wind/Seismic load) 
● Connection Design  
● Framing plans, Elevations, Sections 
● Typical Connection Details 






































